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Forum Aktywizacji Obszarów Wiejskich

________________________________www.faow.org.pl_______________________________


Invitation “International workshop on poverty and social exclusion in rural areas

Krakow 26-27 June 2017

In preparation for the European Rural Parliament 2017, the Polish Rural Forum is animating a debate on combatting poverty and social exclusion in rural areas. This debate is taking place:

· through a facilitated internet discussion forum on this topic, at which participants can express their views in English (and in Polish)

· through responses to an on-line questionnaire about rural poverty and exclusion – the questionnaire is addressed to leaders of local, regional and national rural organisations familiar with, and involved in, the issues of poverty and exclusion

· through the collection of examples of solutions and good practices

· through participation in a workshop organised in Krakow on 26-27 June 2017.

The discussion forum and questionnaire are already on line in Polish and in English.  

We would like to invite you to join the process of fighting poverty and social exclusion by:

· registering on the forum, joining in the debate, respons to an on-line questionnaire and sharing your best examples of how you tackle these problems in your rural areas. We are looking for a total of eight good practices to develop into articles and presentations that will be used at the Krakow workshop – the authors of the selected participations will be remunerated (up to EUR 150);

· participating in the Krakow workshop on 26-27 June 2017 to discuss the topic in preparation of the meeting of the Parliament in the Netherlands in the autumn of this year. We will be able to pay a lump sum of EUR 200 per person to (partly) cover travel costs to Krakow. In addition, we will cover accommodation and meals during the workshop and field trip in Krakow.

We very much look forward to cooperate with your organisation in the debate on rural poverty and social exclusion!

Ryszard Kaminski and Urszula Budzich-Tabor

Polish Rural Forum

www.faow.org.pl 
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Discussion forum „Combatting poverty and social exclusion in rural areas”

Many rural areas in Europe experience poverty and social exclusion, and numerous rural organisations are trying on the one hand to improve development opportunities (e.g. through creation of additional sources of income), and on the other hand to ensure that nobody is excluded from the benefits of rural development.

In preparation for the meeting of the European Rural Parliament 2017, organisations representing rural communities in EU Member States and in candidate countries have launched a broad debate to help estimate the scale and causes of rural poverty and social exclusion, identify good practices of solutions, and develop recommendations for future policies. The Polish Rural Forum (FAOW), a national platform of rural NGOs, is responsible for carrying out this debate.

One of the key tools of the debate is a discussion forum that enables participants to:
· share their experience on poverty and social exclusion in rural areas,

· present activities and projects addressed to different target groups at risk of exclusion (e.g. long-term unemployed, disabled, women, youth, as well as minorities and refugees),

· discuss the most effective ways of combatting rural poverty and social exclusion and develop joint recommendations for policies at national, regional and EU levels.

We encourage all people and organisations involved in work on poverty and social exclusion in rural areas to take part in the debate!

By going to the Forum’s website on www.faow.org.pl/en/the-polish-rural-forum/ you can:
· register on the forum, take part in the discussion, and share documents on this topic; the discussion forum is available in English or Polish

· follow the discussion as an observer, or take an active part, if you are already registered as a user of the forum

· submit the proposal of a good practice of combatting poverty and social exclusion (the most interesting examples of good practices will be published in late 2017 in the form of a brochure)

· respond to a questionnaire on poverty and social exclusion in rural areas

· find out about the European Rural Parliament process and other themes discussed within the ERP 2017

The debate and the whole ERP 2017 process is co-financed from the EU programme „Europe for Citizens” 
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